Education & Skills

Executive Councils

Council of University
Executives

The Council of University Executives (formerly the Quality Network for Universities)
provides an opportunity for senior leaders to network with peers and exchange
ideas about the strategic leadership of the university, research and innovation,
and international partnership development.
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A unique forum for member universities, the Council of University
executives meets twice a year—once in Canada at a member
institution and a second time internationally as part of an experiential
study tour to explore and discuss the implications of national
and international trends with university and business leaders,
entrepreneurs, policy-makers, and leading thinkers.
Through the Council, members can:
• network informally and engage in candid discussion about common challenges with peers;
• identify new partnerships, both within Canada and abroad, as well as new strategies around topics

critical to the university mission, drawing on research and best practices from across sectors;
• discuss and debate the implications of national and international trends, meeting with policy-makers

and leading thinkers shaping the public policy framework influencing universities’ choices;
• access the expertise of The Conference Board of Canada in support of internal initiatives.

Who should join
Universities committed to innovation and change.
Our members are interested in meeting and
spending time with colleagues who are keen
to expand the national and global networks,
partnerships, reputations, and overall effectiveness
of their home institutions.
Members include university provosts, vicepresidents, and other executive-level leaders.

Benefits of membership
• a week-long international experiential study tour
• a 1–2 day meeting on a North American university

campus, usually hosted by a member
• complimentary access to the Conference Board’s

skills and education event
• related services: access to Conference Board

research and convening expertise as well
as agenda development, partnership and
collaboration opportunities, and knowledge
mobilization and communications capacity.
Annual fee: $8,995
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Provinces represented

BC

NL

AB
SK

MB
ON

QC
NB

NS

Member organizations
Carleton University

Royal Roads University

Concordia University

Ryerson University

University of Northern
British Columbia

Dalhousie University

Saint Mary’s University

University of Saskatchewan

École de technologie supérieure

Simon Fraser University

University of Waterloo

Institut national de la recherche
scientifique (INRS)

The Maple League (Acadia
University, Bishop’s University,
Mount Allison University,
St. Francis Xavier University)

Western University

Kwantlen Polytechnic University
McMaster University
Memorial University
of Newfoundland
Mount Royal University

University of Alberta
University of Calgary
University of Manitoba

Recent themes and destinations
• The Future of the University: Demographic

Change, Technological Change, and Future Skills
• Innovation Study Tours to San Francisco,

Stockholm, Helsinki, Switzerland, and India
• Gender Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion in

Canadian Post-Secondary Education

Upcoming meetings
and destinations
• Advancing Canada’s Talent Development

Ecosystem, Toronto, York University
(January 23, 2020)
• Experiential Study Tour: London, U.K., and Lisbon,

Portugal (May 25–30, 2020)
• Experiential Study Tour: Africa, 2021

Contact
Matthew McKean
Director
Education and Skills
The Conference Board of Canada
613-526-3090 ext. 356
mckean@conferenceboard.ca

Deborah Pratt
Administrative and Meeting Coordinator
Education and Skills
The Conference Board of Canada
613-526-3090 ext. 217
prattd@conferenceboard.ca

www.conferenceboard.ca/networks/qnuvp
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