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Lakes of the Kivalliq Region, Nunavut.
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Who?

Who’s involved? Who’s missing?

Investors and Roundtable

Who’s involved?

Governments

Industry

Universities

Private Foundations

Research Institutes

Who’s missing?

First Nations

Métis

Inuit

Brian Aglukark and Luke Suluk,
Arviat, Nunavut, 2006

NorthWord



Why?

Unprecedented recent interest in Canada’s North:

• global warming;

• Northwest Passage,  sovereignty;

• enormous resource potential.



The Centre for the North’s interests are 
much broader, geographically, extending 
to the Greater North, and thematically, 
taking a holistic view of health, education, 

Why?

taking a holistic view of health, education, 
governance, environment, communities, 
transportation and infrastructure, etc.

The Centre’s main purpose is to help 
Aboriginal leaders, governments, 
businesses, and communities achieve a 
shared vision of sustainable prosperity.

Beluga hunt,
Hudson Bay, 2006.



Northern Strategy: “Canada is a 
Northern Nation. The North is a 

Where?

Northern Nation. The North is a 
fundamental part of our heritage 
and our national identity, and it is 
vital to our future.”

Most common definition of the 
North is based on latitude
(“North of 60”, for example).



• London, England is 875 kms north
California: The North?

Latitude or Attitude? Defining the North by 
latitude alone doesn’t make sense.

Where?

• London, England is 875 kms north
of Toronto and at the same latitude as
southern Nunavut.

• Search and Rescue for the Arctic,
based in Trenton, Ontario, is closer
to Quito, Ecuador, than to our military
base at Alert, Nunavut.

• Crescent City, California, is North of Pelee 
Island, Ontario.

California: The North?

Ontario: The South?



According to the
Northern
Development

Where?

Development
Ministers
Forum:



If you can’t measure it, you can’t manage 
it: using Statistics Canada’s Census 
Divisions to define Canada’s North.

Where? 83% of the 
landmass,

7% of the 
population.

234 Census Divisions in Canada,
49 in the North



• Three foundational research projects Year 1

• 50 research projects over five years

• Use of geographic information systems

What?

• Use of geographic information systems

• Powered by IGLOO web portal

• Here, the North weekly map series

• Changing the conversation (e.g. op-ed)

• Economic forecasts

• Scholar in residence program

Bush plane built in Canada.
GPS map data by Garmin,
a Californian company.



1. A typology tool for thriving 

What?

Three foundational research projects:

1. A typology tool for thriving 
communities.

2. Mapping the economic development 
potential of the North.

3. Assessing sovereignty and security 
threats and opportunities.

Subsequent-years’ research to involve
more detailed studies within each theme.



What?

1. A typology tool for thriving 
communities.

• 1,700 Northern communities identified.

• Hundreds of ‘indicators’ into GIS.

• Online tool to compare information 
(e.g. ‘no-road’; ‘diabetes rate’) across 
Northern communities of the same 
type.

• North-specific indicators from 
Northerners.

Ship delivering fuel to Arviat.



What?

2. Mapping Economic Potential.

• “Blue sky” approach.

• Resource Industries.

• Tourism.

• Northwest Passage opportunity?

“Flying fence” geo-magnetic survey
aircraft at Baker Lake, Nunavut.



What?
3. Sovereignty / Security.

Human security (individual well-being that comes from a variety of factors 
such as access to adequate housing, clean air and water, healthy food, such as access to adequate housing, clean air and water, healthy food, 
education, health care, emergency services, and economic opportunities, and 
living in a safe community).

Regional security (protection against and effective response and recovery to 
major human-made or natural threats such as industrial accidents, terrorism, 
natural disasters, pandemics).

Arctic sovereignty (Canada’s ability to protect its territory and its economic, 
environmental, political and social interests in the Arctic within the 
international community).



What?

50 Research projects over five years

Examples:Examples:

INAC education study:

Integration of e-learning

True to Their Visions:

An Account of 10 Successful Aboriginal 
Businesses



What?

Geographic Information Systems

Critical to understanding the North.Critical to understanding the North.

Like access to phone/fax in the 1970s
– a “game-changing” technology. 

Partnership with Golder Associates.

Google Earth video will be posted
on web portal.



What?
Interactive Web Portal

• Powered by IGLOO

• Five “levels”:• Five “levels”:
(1) general public;
(2) registered members;
(3) NorthWord members,
(4) Roundtable
(5) Steering Committee

• GIS to your community

• Members’ forums

• CentreForTheNorth.ca



What?

Here, the North map series

• Weekly

• Subjects? You name it.

• Compares North / South

• Compares North / North

• Demonstrates the “real line”



What?

Changing the Conversation

Comment from an Inuit business 
person, and President of a 
Regional Inuit Association: 
“Absolutely first rate.”

Comment from a southern-
based “Northern expert”:
“A monstrous travesty of reality 
in Canada's North.”



What?
Scholar in residence Program

Land Use Planning in 
Canada’s NorthCanada’s North

Thomas Berger: “Keep it Up”

Steven Kennett: “Fix it Up”

Hayden King: “Give it Up”



What?
Economic Forecasts

Last month, the first-ever 
independent economic forecast independent economic forecast 
for Canada’s three territories.

Custom-developed model.

Demographics highlighted.

“Greater North” economic 
forecasts to follow in the coming 
years.



• Five-year initiative.

• Launched in September, 2009 in Yellowknife.

• 90% of $5-million objective raised.

When?

• IGLOO Portal launch, March, 2010.

• Here, the North, starts March, 2010.

• Whitehorse meeting, May 12-13, 2010.

• Foundational projects, May 31, 2010.

• Prince Albert meeting, September 28-29, 2010

• Detailed studies, 2011-2013.

• Final report, 2014.



A Northern perspective.

The path 
ahead

Results-oriented 
research to help put the 
North “in a better place” 
as it strives for a shared 
vision of sustainable 
prosperity.




